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The Update  
Covering 25 February to 31 March 2026 
 
 

 
 
 

 
RESOURCES      
                                                                                   

• LMI: Economy, People & Skills March edition has a 2-page ‘Spotlight’ reviewing trends around 
increasing number of full-time students in paid work (page 10-11).  
 

• SDS: New Sectoral Skills Assessments (SSA): digital practitioners, highlighting the technical 
and professional digital roles that span all sectors. See 1min Video overview; 

 

New Scottish Apprenticeships Working for Scotland (PDF) highlighting key data; plus 
Apprentice Voice report published with accompanying practitioners & adviser webinar 

 
• Policy: Review of apprenticeship funding confirmed, with terms of reference published  

 
• Ezine / infographics: #EqualityMatters (1-page) on Gender Inequality;  

 

Open Outlook March, includes OU in Scotland Annual Review & OU Winter Olympian video 
 

• To listen: Fraser of Allander Institute - No One Left Behind: Employability in Scotland (30min) 
& article; Cyber & AI Roles in the Economy (45min); Edinburgh & AI Opportunity (50min) 

 
• To watch: Career Stories: episode 14 (Joinery & social media); episode 15 (British Army).  

Also see New UniTasters Days (UK) subject guide video: Studying Aviation 
 

 
• To use: Overview of Upcoming Scottish University Events, auto-download (takes a minute)  

Excel list with open day dates, times, target audience, and institute from HELOA Scotland 
 

• To Read: Liane Hambly, Careers Coach, exploring ‘What do we mean when we say ‘career’?’ 
and WonkHE shares 3 ways prospective students are using AI to inform decision-making  

 
• Research: Close the Gap webinar on occupational segregation; Women in the Scottish STEM 

Landscape Equate; The Lovelace Report on women in Tech (UK); and SHERU Inequalities 
Landscape Report 2025 for issues faced by young men in Scotland. 

 
 
SCHOOLS  
 

AI Guidance for Schools published to support teachers, pupils and those working in schools to use 
Artificial Intelligence in a fair, safe and ethical way. See ‘AI guidelines & guardrails’ 
 
 

Also published: Supporting Transgender Pupils in Schools; Strengthening Additional Support for 
Learning (ASL) recommendations; Improving Attendance in Schools with updated stats 
 
 
PARENTS & CARERS 
Families at risk of poverty will receive additional support to train, enter stable work and progress in 
their careers through three funds: Raising Income through Skills & Education (RISE) Fund; Training 
Access Fund; and a new Flexible Workforce Development Fund. There will also be £4.2m for NHS 
Scotland’s parental employability programme with linked job placements. 
 

Also see: Latest poverty statistics & Fraser of Allander Understanding the latest poverty statistics  
 
 

Skills Supply Essential Reading – developments in education, qualification & skills 
 

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/skills-planning/economy-people-and-skills?_gl=1*sjmkl*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA4MjI3ODE1NC4xNzUyNDkxMTk2*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3NTI0OTExOTQkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTI0OTExOTQkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/skills-planning/sectoral-skills-assessments
https://youtu.be/QSif5K6vtXs
https://www.stf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/scottish-apprenticeships-working-for-scotland-2026.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/evaluation-and-research/apprentice-voice?_gl=1*1is0do8*_up*MQ..*_ga*MzQ4MjUyMzY4LjE3NzQ5NjE1Njg.*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3NzQ5NjE1NjgkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzQ5NjE1NjgkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6uKZ440PeQ
https://www.gov.scot/news/funding-apprenticeships/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/modern-apprenticeship-contribution-rates-review-scope-and-terms-of-reference/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F9xqosd9ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001XgCln_pjWioa_5KQb-1Mz8VLZ2IX7GDyTBkE7dlTv8JKG8JZK1VfC-cikL7Mmsk2d5JEAoIwRPtEftA6Ir4Ic5VPlZsjrEZ9jtqW2_QgAZ-N31CmepbS59pBHibHxoARMSw3U9m-wWvtXSEfR067G8vRIfKjyS1fgdviEdf_MwXnfjl70Z06i4nfoNQ103zxXvPBp3TogbIybxm617nA44p9amIh1cVULosYfaJFs-8%3D%26c%3DUvuHIXYNNR0qqoDn8X9YVcEatiucZQA_bhsWci67864XM_w7McX8tw%3D%3D%26ch%3DPgvAgqPg25tl0dt9XiEbmYELEBHw93tBm4Ugk531dg1mMfLTbK729w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C4ace6729628f42c5880c08de187a0c77%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638975110019462858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6sENdt4OB3PtbVxDw0dBJ4LpUWZ6lEGRkPuxhGVsrHw%3D&reserved=0
https://university.open.ac.uk/scotland/news/open-outlook-march-2026?_gl=1*1xsg5yx*_up*MQ..*_ga*NDA1MjI3MDIuMTc3NDg2MjIyOA..*_ga_Z74G55VLY4*czE3NzQ4NjIyMjYkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzQ4NjIyMjYkajYwJGwwJGg4ODE5MTk5MzAkZEtmaVJtM1JKRlVQd1U3dy0zUFIzbnlJVnZMVVM2WU8zUkE.*_ga_43365CF947*czE3NzQ4NjIyMjYkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzQ4NjIyMjYkajYwJGwwJGgxODExMTc2NDExJGRJaEYyNkNhOENlenlmdFV1QW1tcUVTZDh1SDFWR2RVOUJB
https://university.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/meet-our-students-and-alumni/chris-mccormick?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=open_outlook_march_2026&utm_term=2026-03-31
https://fraserofallander.org/podcast-no-one-left-behind/
https://fraserofallander.org/employability-in-scotland-what-do-we-know-and-what-remains-unclear/
https://fraserofallander.org/podcast-cyber-and-ai-roles-in-the-economy-part-of-cyberscotland-week-with-deloitte/
https://fraserofallander.org/podcast-edinburgh-the-ai-opportunity-with-deloitte/
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events/2026/march/careers-skills-and-the-british-army?_gl=1*zzip5z*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTQ5NTQ1ODk0NC4xNzc0ODYyMjI3*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3NzQ4NjIyMjQkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzQ4NjIyMjQkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.unitasterdays.com/university-subject-guide-videos/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairaccess.scot%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F03%2F0326-Scottish-HEI-events-SHELOA.xlsx&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Ccc5780846a9642b246b708de88ee71f5%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639098754904676180%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tXHdIaNUeCgqNNDagwLfJWSn3evWlqvmnNlCPR1olD4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/adviser-news/news/what-do-we-mean-when-we-say-career
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwonkhe.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-ghitkjt-duuykulhm-k%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Cb9f7125c0e9e4212e55708de833265a0%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639092449667272923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yB4%2BdNPcOXI50w%2F9dQl6C6j6T9tFc66RRMQQmHlKM50%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPRBslRwFHQ
https://equatescotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Women-in-the-Scottish-STEM-landscape.FINAL_.pdf
https://equatescotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Women-in-the-Scottish-STEM-landscape.FINAL_.pdf
https://wearetechwomen.com/the-lovelace-report-wearetechwomen-oliver-wyman-reveal-barriers-facing-women-in-tech/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstrath.us18.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfad0a8bae935b864307d0eb5c%26id%3D801dc9ac00%26e%3D4e58a763fc&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C98c98479151e496c707808de8101a7c1%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639090041282102802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tXvcK36D1j94yiWBSkg2ON8eZChlzq8ssilTRP4fLQ0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstrath.us18.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfad0a8bae935b864307d0eb5c%26id%3D801dc9ac00%26e%3D4e58a763fc&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C98c98479151e496c707808de8101a7c1%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639090041282102802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tXvcK36D1j94yiWBSkg2ON8eZChlzq8ssilTRP4fLQ0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.scot/news/ai-guidance-for-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-guidelines-guardrails-use-artificial-intelligence-ai-schools/pages/1/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscot.us18.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D52902612a72797d0907ad80fd%26id%3D838772f9c8%26e%3D40c866f9b5&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C2800c669f6f74b7b8bd608de8f2c822e%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639105618947458642%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wq9maGqhLSmRrSBEHv8VwzL%2F1g993zU%2Fkzk49P%2BQ%2Fq8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youthlink.scot/news/strengthening-additional-support-for-learning/
https://www.youthlink.scot/news/strengthening-additional-support-for-learning/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscot.us18.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D52902612a72797d0907ad80fd%26id%3Da9d9a1780f%26e%3D40c866f9b5&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C2800c669f6f74b7b8bd608de8f2c822e%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639105618947207966%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tdGOHfQHWBBvnnk2tp1VtzWxs%2FdLVE6cP5TbSzLgyuc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.scot/publications/school-attendance-and-absence-statistics/
https://www.gov.scot/news/supporting-parents-and-carers-to-work/
https://www.gov.scot/news/tackling-inequality-by-expanding-family-support/
https://www.gov.scot/news/tackling-inequality-by-expanding-family-support/
https://www.gov.scot/news/latest-poverty-statistics-published/
https://fraserofallander.org/child-poverty-stats-2026/
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YOUTH 
The Department for Work & Pensions (DWP) will be rolling out 80 new Youth Hubs across the UK, 
including 10 Scottish Local Authorities – West Dunbartonshire; North & South Ayrshire; North & South 
Lanarkshire; Clackmannanshire; Dundee City; Fife; Falkirk; West Lothian.  
 

Also see: £150,000 to 10 youth work organisations to supporting better behavior in schools 
 
COLLEGES 
 

£2 million for college campuses of the future to allow nine colleges to create detailed plans in order 
to apply for funding to build. Colleges are: Ayrshire; Borders; Dundee & Angus; Dumfries & Galloway; 
Forth Valley; North East Scotland; UHI Moray; UHI Inverness; and West College Scotland. 
Also see: Over £4m to Sabhal Mor Ostaigs Fas new Centre for Gaelic Creativity 
 

COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES 
 

Scottish Funding Council (SFC) announced its indicative funding allocation for the next academic 
year, with increased investment of 8% to colleges, 3.3% to universities, and 8% for research. 
 

Future planning College: Future workstream launched with collaborative workshops planned 
 

Future planning University: Framework for Sustainability & Success of Scotland’s Universities  
 
UNIVERSITIES  
Higher Education Students and Qualifiers at Scottish Institutions 2024-25 was published by SFC. 
There were increased numbers of students completing HNC/D and Research Postgrads courses. The 
number of First Degrees qualifiers decreased overall, but increased in colleges (720 degree graduates).  
 
INVESTMENT IN SKILLS 
 

➢ Scotland’s Climate Change Plan 2026-2040 includes commitment to workforce & skills 
building, opportunity areas include: wind; carbon capture; hydrogen; & energy-intensive industry  
Also see: £7m package to help communities tackle climate change at a local level. 
 

➢ £36 million Regeneration Capital Grant Fund will go to 32 projects, generating 1,200 jobs 
 

➢ Just Transition Fund (JTF) reopens for the North East and Moray alongside wider investing in 
energy infrastructure for offshore wind in the Inner Moray Firth & Stornoway. 
 

➢ Targeted funding for Grangemouth and Mossmorran (Fife) will support workers transitions. 
 
EVENTS                                                                               

 

➢ Free Easter Study Support webinars for senior-phase school pupils starting 6 April 2026 – 
registration via ESgoil. Also see ESgoil BGE Live timetable January to May 2026 
 

➢ CDN Essentials Skills Network Launch Event 2026, Wednesday 29 April, 9.30-11.30am Teams 
 

➢ Educating the AI generation, free WonkHE online event Thursday 30 April, 12–1pm. Also see: 
Trained to stop learning? students experience of assessment and learning in an age of AI. 
 

➢ Mental Health Awareness Week 11-17 May Also see: Neurological Alliance of Scotland Toolkit 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/major-boost-for-young-people-with-80-new-youth-hubs-as-scottish-premier-league-partners-with-dwp
https://www.gov.scot/news/supporting-better-behaviour-in-scotlands-schools/
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/?news=2-million-for-college-campuses-of-the-future
https://www.gov.scot/news/investing-in-gaelics-future/
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/?news=sfc-announces-indicative-allocations
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/?news=college-sector-of-the-future-workstream-launched
https://wonkhe.com/blogs/the-development-of-a-future-framework-for-scotlands-universities-is-underway/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Wonkhe%20Monday%20Briefing%20%209%20March%20%20Lite%20edition&utm_content=Wonkhe%20Monday%20Briefing%20%209%20March%20%20Lite%20edition+CID_49749e83e11ae018ed8d330675517bb8&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Scotlands%20Future%20Framework%20will%20set%20out%20the%20options%20for%20the%20next%2020%20years%20of%20higher%20education
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfc.ac.uk%2Fpublications%2Fhigher-education-students-and-qualifiers-at-scottish-institutions-2024-25%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C3be8e91da84448209c3208de8f042a6a%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639105445232187625%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h2FVWpl4iQfHdLsEDGfR9OxMPANrRpWdR6KTXZfXANw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.scot/news/climate-change-plan-published/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-climate-change-plan-2026-2040-annexes/pages/13/#Workforce
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-climate-change-plan-2026-2040-annexes/pages/13/#Workforce
https://www.gov.scot/news/tackling-climate-change-at-a-local-level/
https://www.gov.scot/news/revitalising-communities/
https://www.gov.scot/news/expanded-just-transition-fund-reopens/
https://www.gov.scot/news/investing-in-energy-infrastructure/
https://www.gov.scot/news/investing-in-energy-infrastructure/
https://www.gov.scot/news/protecting-grangemouths-future/
https://www.gov.scot/news/supporting-the-workforce-at-mossmorran/
https://www.gov.scot/news/easter-study-support-for-young-people-2/
https://www.e-sgoil.com/senior-phase/easter-study-support/
https://www.e-sgoil.com/bge-primary/bge-live/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/essential-skills-network-launch-event-2026-tickets-1985046324994?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwonkhe.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-ghitkjt-duuykulhm-b%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Cb9f7125c0e9e4212e55708de833265a0%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639092449667374562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ReVtDGqZPagyQGTRXiaBNrGN8m0A5hDAkim0ez7tYnI%3D&reserved=0
https://wonkhe.com/blogs/trained-to-stop-learning-how-students-are-experiencing-assessment-and-learning-in-an-age-of-ai/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Wonkhe%20Monday%20Briefing%20%2023%20March%20%20Lite%20edition&utm_content=Wonkhe%20Monday%20Briefing%20%2023%20March%20%20Lite%20edition+CID_7c52be36ceaeb3e6663084ccd7eb2ae4&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Trained%20to%20Stop%20Learning
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscot.us18.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D52902612a72797d0907ad80fd%26id%3Df2db967d02%26e%3D40c866f9b5&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C2800c669f6f74b7b8bd608de8f2c822e%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639105618947496094%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K7hTmPaxWb9fF4rrWNtrqPG2CCqEnWWGW4eT5Il75EM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.scottishneurological.org.uk/mental-health-cyp/

