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Scotland

Covering 21 May to 8 July 2026

Skills Supply Essential Reading — developments in education, qualification & skills

RESOURCES

« LMI: Economy, People & Skills May edition has a 2-page ‘Spotlight: Population Projections for
Scotland’ the June edition is also available. Plus: 4min video on current SDS Evidence Suite

o SDS: Explore Scottish job information | My World of Work, search by Local Authority or job
title, for data on number of jobs advertised, salary range, job locations, and top employers

o Ezinelinfographics: Open Outlook June 2026, OU news includes Scottish skills shortage
insights, in latest OU Business Barometer report, and opening routes for careers in teaching

e Watch: Using LMI to inform curriculum development, Bishopbriggs Academy new case study

My World of Work Career Stories: episode 19: legal profession; episode 20: Robyn Love on
Paralympic success. For related launch articles see SDS News

« To listen: latest Education Scotland Curriculum Improvement Cycle podcasts including, focus
on Interdisciplinary Learning and Opportunities for Personal Achievement insights

e« To use: Results Helpline 2026 partner communications toolkit with helpline number and
hours: Tuesday 4 / Wednesday 5 August: 8am-8pm. Thursday 6 / Friday 7 August: 9am-5pm

Excel workbook with Upcoming Scottish University Events shared by HELOA Scotland

o Research: Young people & work: interim report by Alan Milburn, states 1 in 8 young people in
the UK are not in education, work or training, this report looks at why and what can be done

For insight into the views and experiences of young people in Scotland see Young People’s
Career Ambitions 2026 (YPCA) SDS research and Young Scot - Truth About Youth 2026

APPRENTICESHIPS

Modern Apprenticeships end of year report (Quarter 4 2025/26) showed over 24,800 Modern
Apprentices starts - 56% of were aged 16-19 and 82.7% started their Apprenticeship at SCQF level 6

SCHOOLS

Curriculum improvement plans are underway with early Draft Samples of the new curriculum
materials shared with councils. These will be distributed to schools for start of academic year 2026/27
This is happening alongside Qualifications Scotland ‘Reforming National Courses’ & Engagement

School leavers follow-up destination 2024-25 - 93.5% of leavers were in a positive destination (PD)
at 9-months (95.7% at 3-month). 95.9% in an initial PD at 3-months remained in a PD at 9-months

Also see: Education Outcomes for Looked After Children 84.2% in initial PD / 73% at follow-up

Phone free learning in Scottish schools — legislation is being developed to restrict phone use in
schools. A consultation will be launched and refreshed quidance is being produced encouraging
schools to bring in their own restrictions from August in advance of the legislation.

Also see: Updated Online Harms E-learning and Growing Up Online insight (ages 12-26)



https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/skills-planning/economy-people-and-skills?_gl=1*sjmkl*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA4MjI3ODE1NC4xNzUyNDkxMTk2*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3NTI0OTExOTQkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTI0OTExOTQkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://youtu.be/cNbtnyALOVE
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/job-information
https://university.open.ac.uk/scotland/news/open-outlook-june-2026
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/scotlands-career-service/education-team/shaping-futures/planning-activities-using-lmi/bishopbriggs-academy
https://www.youtube.com/@myworldofwork/videos
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events
https://educationscotland.podbean.com/
https://education.gov.scot/news/curriculum-improvement-cycle-focus-on-interdisciplinary-learning/
https://education.gov.scot/news/curriculum-improvement-cycle-focus-on-opportunities-for-personal-achievement/
https://skillsdevelopmentscotland.cmail20.com/t/r-l-tujjhie-niruuthlli-m/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FLN7ZDs9dQ5X%3Fe%3D6ce5444f98%26c2id%3D04db3978390cdbed3c3f51ca2719329f&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C97b894e700594c81e58708ded6b0ee93%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639184252898885289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bjjxE8ZE589th2xngnLXoYYq4pLuQhp1c9K4yOpv%2B1o%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FrHKJ6v2_26b%3Fe%3D6ce5444f98%26c2id%3D04db3978390cdbed3c3f51ca2719329f&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C97b894e700594c81e58708ded6b0ee93%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639184252898815014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4USRojAeuLPKBxzlfmLuHi%2BLfqgAocWeEaA%2Bq%2F%2BG0dc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/young-people-and-work-interim-report
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events/2026/june/research-shows-young-people-in-scotland-are-positive-about-their-future?_gl=1*zlqa98*_up*MQ..*_ga*Mzc4NzgxNDQ1LjE3ODI0NjUyMjY.*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3ODI0NjUyMjMkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODI0NjUyMjMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events/2026/june/research-shows-young-people-in-scotland-are-positive-about-their-future?_gl=1*zlqa98*_up*MQ..*_ga*Mzc4NzgxNDQ1LjE3ODI0NjUyMjY.*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3ODI0NjUyMjMkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODI0NjUyMjMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cee5bd0687a1500015b5a9f/t/6a3bd2c1d2d3f41c0a81e5da/1782305473957/YS+Truth+about+Youth+Survey+2026+Online+Version.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/publications-statistics/statistics/modern-apprenticeships?_gl=1*2a7b1f*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTQxMzA0MDI1My4xNzc5NzgxOTcz*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3Nzk3ODE5NzEkbzEkZzEkdDE3Nzk3ODE5OTgkajMzJGwwJGgw
https://scqf.org.uk/the-framework/interactive-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/news/next-steps-in-curriculum-improvement/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/cices/curriculum-improvement-cycle-cic-early-draft-sample-materials-june-2026/
https://www.qualifications.gov.scot/Setting-out-progress-on-education-reform
https://www.qualifications.gov.scot/news/new-report-feedback-shaping-change-qualifications-scotland
https://www.gov.scot/news/2024-25-school-leaver-follow-up-destinations/
https://www.gov.scot/news/education-outcomes-for-looked-after-children-2024-25/
https://www.gov.scot/news/phone-free-learning-in-scottish-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-guidance-for-phone-free-learning-before-law-change/
https://www.youthlink.scot/news/updated-online-harms-e-learning-module/
https://www.youthlink.scot/news/growing-up-online/
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QUALIFICATIONS

Qualifications Scotland (formerly SQA) results day is Tuesday 4 August 2026.
Students will get their certificate via post, those signed up to My Qualifications Scotland before 15
July will also get their results by text/email. Support resources: Qualifications Scotland & SCQF

UCAS

Key Dates: 7 July Clearing 2026 open to applicants. 9 July Conservatoires 2027 applications open.
Clearing 2025 research showed a third (33%) of those in Clearing had declined an existing offer to
access a Clearing option, 29% applied direct to Clearing. Also see: Confirmation & Clearing Toolkit
New on UCAS:

e UCAS Budget Calculator launches in the Hub

e The role of Al in student decision making UCAS report

o Destinations Programme careers framework for ages 16-18. Read: Liane Hambly’s Blog

COLLEGE & UNIVERSITIES
Scottish Funding Council (SFC)

e Final FE / HE funding allocations for 2026/27 with an 8% increase in funding for teaching in
Scottish colleges (£42.5m) and 3.3% increase (£23.6m) towards teaching in universities

e College Student Outcomes 2024-25 shares course completion data for over 64,000 FE / HE
students. View data by college in Supporting Documents ‘College Region National Tool 2024-25’

o Intake targets for Pre-registration Nursing & Midwifery 2026-27, published by SFC, ‘stretch’
intake of 4,899 students and, in recognition of recruiting challenges, ‘soft’ targets of 3,987 (see
intake by institution Table 1, p7). Intake targets for Prosthetics & Orthotics 25 students

The Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) latest destination data 15 months after graduation.
88% of graduates with a Scottish address were in work or further study: 58% were in full-time work; 13%
part-time; 11% combined work and further study; 5% full-time study. 4% were unemployed

See: Graduate Outcomes 2023/24 Summary Statistics interactive charts for more Scottish data, for
additional insight into the graduate experience try Prospects Luminate Early Careers Survey 2026

INVESTMENT IN SKILLS
Oil & Gas Transition Training Fund opens, funding is available to help oil & gas workers
retrain for key industries. Also see: SDS Article

Related news: 3 new projects for offshore wind skills development

Research: ISEP Survey Young Enerqy Professionals unaware of job opportunities and
Environmental & Sustainability Early Careers Survey Report 2026 (UK surveys)

EVENTS
» Discover OU Virtual Open Day, 14 July 7-9pm along with on-demand recorded open days

» Glasqow 2026 Commonwealth Games 23 July - 2 August. Young people: Summer of sport

» Edinburgh Fringe will run from 7 to 31 August 2026. Sector: Creative Industries Skills Audits



https://info.qualifications.gov.scot/MyQualificationsScotland
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/112928.html
https://scqf.org.uk/news-and-blog/understanding-the-scqf-on-the-scottish-qualifications-certificate/
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/key-dates-timeline#2027
https://www.ucas.com/connect/blogs/five-ways-to-reach-applicants-at-the-moments-that-matter-most-in-clearing
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/confirmation-and-clearing-adviser-toolkit
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/adviser-news/news/the-ucas-budget-calculator-launches-in-the-hub
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/adviser-news/news/the-role-of-ai-in-student-decision-making
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucas.com%2Fdestinations&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Cf617c19245ea478db26e08dedb6c7d0f%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639189456194266181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BKI8mX8TPyZ4Ki9K%2F2S%2FiQPHtbcAj7uthOJ5PLK6Mg8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/adviser-news/news/introducing-the-ucas-destinations-programme-reshaping-post-16-career-learning?sfmc_activityid=8091d094-e665-4a61-ae89-223df04c904f&sfmc_id=129533578
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/?news=sfc-announces-final-funding-allocations
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/college-student-outcomes-2024-25/
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/university-intake-targets-for-pre-registration-nursing-and-midwifery-2026-27/
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/university-intake-targets-for-prosthetics-and-orthotics-ay-2026-27/
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/news/04-06-2026/87pc-202324-graduates-in-work-study
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/news/04-06-2026/sb275-higher-education-graduate-outcomes-statistics
https://luminate.prospects.ac.uk/early-careers-survey
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-career-opportunities-for-scotlands-oil-and-gas-workers/
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events/2026/june/new-career-opportunities-for-scotland-s-oil-and-gas-workers?_gl=1*zlqa98*_up*MQ..*_ga*Mzc4NzgxNDQ1LjE3ODI0NjUyMjY.*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3ODI0NjUyMjMkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODI0NjUyMjMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.gov.scot/news/realising-scotlands-renewable-energy-potential/
https://www.isepglobal.org/articles/young-energy-professionals-unaware-of-job-opportunities-survey-finds/?utm_campaign=GreenCareersHub&utm_medium=Email&utm_source=QuarterlyNewsletter&dm_i=7V5H,2UL10,5BTDAZ,6ZRXL,1,0,0,0
https://environment-analyst.com/uk/111536/purpose-pay-and-progression-survey-reveals-what-is-important-to-early-career-es-consultants
https://www.open.ac.uk/courses/what-is-distance-learning/open-days/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=open_outlook_june_2026&utm_term=2026-07-07
https://www.visitscotland.com/things-to-do/events/glasgow-commonwealth-games?xnpe_tifc=xD4.4IHpbILNxFQNxFzDh9psafeWaeiWhFW3qf8ctuLLEfE6Ekicny4_VZ8.aZ8JRjXXhkPLb.18hI4uhfojOkH7&utm_source=bloomreach&utm_campaign=Variant%20B&utm_medium=email
https://sportscotland.org.uk/summer-of-sport
https://www.edfringe.com/about-us/news-and-blog/mixitup-with-the-2026-edinburgh-festival-fringe-programme/?xnpe_tifc=xDbZOFQ_OF1JxFnlxko749psafeWaeiWhFW3qf8ctuLLEfE6Ekicny4_VZ8.aZ8JRjXpxkxJbDhN4dHDb.VXxuYJ&utm_source=bloomreach&utm_campaign=TInsider%2025June26&utm_medium=email
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2Fi4XJ5lEitu5%3Fe%3D1e297c83e4%26c2id%3D6647b8e3d33a4f109a579ebdef4786f9&data=05%7C02%7CLynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Ce919dc536a8144c4bbc608debd735927%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639156500299552029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2KgZPlbhwpGBhTY1dGv6L9CtUHu%2B24iK73x02VuZYdI%3D&reserved=0

