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The Update 
Covering 1 April to 20 May 2026 
 

 
 
 

 

RESOURCES 
                                                                            

• SDS: Plan to increase the use & learning of Gaelic 2026-29, article available in Gaidhlig.  
For resources supporting Gaelic learning see ESgoil Gaidhlig programme page 
 

• LMI: Life & Chemical Sciences Future Skills Needs Report (pdf), outlines skills demand in 
Scotland (p19-22) and related learning in school, FE/HE and apprenticeships (p22-33) 

 
• Ezine/infographics: CDN #EqualityMatters (1-page) for April on ‘Standing up to Racism’ and 

the May edition is on ‘Mental Health, Wellbeing & Equity’  
 

• Watch: My World of Work Career Stories: 16: Teach with Mrs F; 17: Software engineer / 
women in STEM; 18: Police Scotland’s Retail Crime Taskforce. For launch articles: SDS News 

 
SDS YouTube Choosing Your Path After School 2026 (3min39), updated to include latest 
initial leaver destinations data published 24 February 2026 

 
SCQF Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) video (5min), how RPL helped council employee 
Joanne fast-track into year two of a degree 
 

• Download: SCAPP leaflet for teachers & advisers (jpg) updates and information available from 
Scotland’s Community of Access and Participation Practitioners (SCAPP).  
 

Background: SFC Widening access targets 26/27 & SCAPP Intro to Widening Participation 
 
Studying at Oxford or Cambridge Scotland School Tour 2026, dates, locations & QR sign up 
 

• Use: ALISS celebrates 15 years of co-production, providing A Local Information System for 
Scotland mapping local services & resources, including education & employability options 

 
• Research: UCAS Article - why employers need to engage young people earlier, with career 

decision making insight from their survey of young people planning to start higher education 
 

TEACHING BURSARY 
 

Teaching Bursary 2026 opened Monday 18th May, offering eligible applicants £12,500 towards PGDE 
in listed STEM, Gaelic or Modern Language subjects. Also see: Teacher Intake Targets 2026/27 
 

QUALIFICATIONS 
 

New Land Based Pre Apprenticeship programme launched April 2026, will include industry-specific 
qualifications, such as tractor driving test and field crop spraying. Application via Lantra 

 
SCQF Level 6 Qualifications are expanding, this blog describes the changes and challenges, asking 
are these qualifications recognised by university? Follow up event - SCAPP Webinar on 28 May, 3pm  
 

UCAS 
 

Key Dates: 12 May Undergraduate applications open for 2027 entry. Conservatoires open 9 July 
 
 

Skills Supply Essential Reading – developments in education, qualification & skills 
 

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events/2026/may/new-plan-focuses-on-increasing-use-and-learning-of-gaelic?_gl=1*z4wpfc*_up*MQ..*_ga*OTc2NTA4MzYyLjE3Nzg4NjI4OTA.*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3Nzg4NjI4ODkkbzEkZzAkdDE3Nzg4NjI4ODkkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events/2026/may/plana-ur-a-cur-focas-air-ardachadh-cleachdadh-is-ionnsachadh-na-gaidhlig?_gl=1*186vip5*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTMwODg4Mjk5NC4xNzc4ODYyOTE2*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3Nzg4NjI5MTUkbzEkZzAkdDE3Nzg4NjI5MTUkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://e-sgoil.com/gaidhlig/#Schools
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/uf5gcf4n/life-and-chemical-sciences-future-skills-needs-report.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F9xqosd9ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001XgCln_pjWioa_5KQb-1Mz8VLZ2IX7GDyTBkE7dlTv8JKG8JZK1VfC-cikL7Mmsk2d5JEAoIwRPtEftA6Ir4Ic5VPlZsjrEZ9jtqW2_QgAZ-N31CmepbS59pBHibHxoARMSw3U9m-wWvtXSEfR067G8vRIfKjyS1fgdviEdf_MwXnfjl70Z06i4nfoNQ103zxXvPBp3TogbIybxm617nA44p9amIh1cVULosYfaJFs-8%3D%26c%3DUvuHIXYNNR0qqoDn8X9YVcEatiucZQA_bhsWci67864XM_w7McX8tw%3D%3D%26ch%3DPgvAgqPg25tl0dt9XiEbmYELEBHw93tBm4Ugk531dg1mMfLTbK729w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C4ace6729628f42c5880c08de187a0c77%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638975110019462858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6sENdt4OB3PtbVxDw0dBJ4LpUWZ6lEGRkPuxhGVsrHw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/@myworldofwork/videos
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events
https://youtu.be/hLU67ZFWTUY
https://www.gov.scot/publications/summary-statistics-for-attainment-and-initial-leaver-destinations-no-8-2026-edition/
https://scqf.org.uk/case-studies/category/recognition-of-prior-learning/
https://stir-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pa33_stir_ac_uk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fpa33%5Fstir%5Fac%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FSCAPP%20for%20School%20Careers%20Advisers&ga=1&LOF=1
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/guidance-on-the-cowa-institutional-targets-from-ay-2026-27/
https://www.fairaccess.scot/digital-resource-an-introduction-to-widening-participation-in-scotland/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHGv8oJP3I/pclitxon-GPnuv4tPLG_mg/edit
https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/opinion/aliss-15-years-of-coproducing-a-national-digital-service/
https://www.aliss.org/
https://www.aliss.org/
https://www.ucas.com/connect/blogs/why-do-employers-need-to-engage-with-young-people-earlier-to-secure-future-talent
https://teachingbursaryinscotland.co.uk/
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/university-intake-targets-for-initial-teacher-education-2026-27/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/learning-provider/information-and-guidance/land-based-pre-apprenticeship-programme
https://www.scotland.lantra.co.uk/land-based-pre-apprenticeship
https://scqf.org.uk/news-and-blog/scqflevel6-equivalency/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9wmNTnnMy0yRSaQjjdF0InkA7dsaCaxKsuvOn1boed1URTEwOUs3SldXNDNIRlFDUlNYU1JKU0lZNy4u
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/key-dates-timeline#2027
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UCAS Applicant Week 18-24 May see social media: TikTok, Instagram, Facebook, X, Threads 

 
UCAS 2027 cycle toolkit, has been added to the UCAS website, including Adviser Guide for those 
supporting UCAS applications. Plus: 10 ways to demonstrate experience in personal statements 
 
UCAS Data: Latest 2026 cycle insights webinar (27min). For future updates see data timetable 
 

WonkHE: Admissions systems shape the university experience, are ours fit for purpose?  
 

COLLEGE / UNIVERSITY 
 

Language Accessibility Promise launched. Institutions that sign up commit to using clear, simple 
language in student communications. See: STEP website for colleges / universities already signed up 
 
SFC College Leaver Destinations 2023-24, published 29 April, over 40,400 full-time qualifiers 
successfully completed courses. 63% continuing their college studies, 12,565 students (37%) left:  

• 85% entered a positive destination, 46% going into jobs 

• 7% went from an FE course (SCQF level 1-6) to university 

• 32.5% went from an HE course (SCQF level 7-8) to university 

• 9% were unemployed and 5% unavailable for work 
 
University intake targets 2026/27 Optometry & Medicine, published by SFC: 

• Optometry - 80 places: 20 at UHI: 60 at GCU  

• Gateway to Medicine – 70 places: 30 Aberdeen; 40 Glasgow 

• Medicine – 1,417 places: 298 Aberdeen; 220 Dundee; 326 Edinburgh; 346 Glasgow;  
157 St Andrews; 70 at ScotGEM (NHS Education scheme delivered at Dundee & St Andrews) 

 

Careers Info: MyWoW Industries Healthcare / NHS Scotland Your Med Future & Explore Careers 

 

INVESTMENT IN SKILLS 
 

➢ Energy Transition Zone (ETZ) Aberdeen: a new hub for the renewable energy sector including 
30sec video. Also see: Decommissioning: The future of offshore energy assets  
Related Reports available in SDS Evidence on Green Skills for Offshore & Hydrogen sectors 
 

➢ £20m to develop the Tay Cities Region’s thriving CreaTech cluster enabling researchers and 
businesses to push the boundaries, opening new frontiers in gaming, film, and animation.  
Also see: TIGA Skills, Training & Education in the Games Industry, UK survey  
 

EVENTS       
                                                                 

➢ SAAS online Funding Application Workshops 27 May and every Tuesday until 30 June.  
SAAS advises applying before 30 June 2026 to ensure funding is in place for start of term. 
 

➢ Erasmus+ event for UK schools, 1-18 of June, series of online events for schools before 
Erasmus+ opens funding applications in November 2026. See ‘why take part?’ by sector  
 

➢ Levelling the playing field: Insights from the latest OECD Skills Outlook, 4pm,11 June 2026, 
OECD publications: Putting Adult Skills to Work and Skills Summit 2026 PowerPoints   

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.ucas.com%2F%3Fqs%3DABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4Njl9ADIAAAAAAEv8TEMKkkF7-Zx-G4GcrvRdsxlxiXMX13wfVxZruM0IQsDgVFX1mteovIflBpKQ2B2nywZRFXtp8mVz-m55dk-T_DwQw7rOj2ie&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Cc052f0855571442e4f8b08deac0ecf0c%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639137376806734391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=02bb0Mq47erzIOnl38TyvAFV9PfMwkAcarXN4pGOIkk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.ucas.com%2F%3Fqs%3DABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4Njl9ADIAAAAAAEv8TEMLwCgnxc8guGr72Xrrd7EdRxzGw0i-JaVymNYSK-y_g1N9WvbmUOXhSQqmMiDvKuHnPaC7S1S2q7lhBw023p9JCPNNWPbF&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Cc052f0855571442e4f8b08deac0ecf0c%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639137376807114047%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k6mTsqxg9SzhBI1mcQ4%2B2rIHttbmJKHifUsQRBLlIiQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.ucas.com%2F%3Fqs%3DABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4Njl9ADIAAAAAAEv8TEMMxe3fvSa2I6rLpc7NQj_pj4rDy-JEaNpqX0FwtCyLuk92bKtFi-7-AmOjPEl0WXM4pmvr8_FLlQ3UUjAcpTKmMABBJPHE&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Cc052f0855571442e4f8b08deac0ecf0c%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639137376807188782%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wxac1dvjBbtQvav1TZMmMt4wvw9wxrb5gp32P%2BfO7gU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.ucas.com%2F%3Fqs%3DABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4Njl9ADIAAAAAAEv8TEMNo77AXzc4Pi_8_BZt4DXOrJNQVruKN2EP_2T9D0E85oUPua6NtK_GDKbQzK9Ng6jsbKHGWpso_uCJuiUYnPWqhVsgmkxV&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Cc052f0855571442e4f8b08deac0ecf0c%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639137376807244912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5hzmlrWWmjXGEeWs6qDzMQi3xVQBiz9y5cUi8GQL1Pg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.ucas.com%2F%3Fqs%3DABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4Njl9ADIAAAAAAEv8TEMODsAovKm-KtieIWwWdvytezo8P7HM3xhkcrIMM9B4hMQT54QL9BunWNj7g9VyN-owpuOO9U_EB5pkxw3JCNsjW5foNXZ3&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Cc052f0855571442e4f8b08deac0ecf0c%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639137376807310328%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nlwUAtJAL%2BYJemqs2XYiNgvB2xY3dc5XcSwV%2FrvvRSQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/2027-cycle-toolkit?sfmc_activityid=96ccee4c-2708-4921-9b46-00eff2398f66&sfmc_id=129533578
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/adviser-news/news/ten-ways-students-can-demonstrate-experience-in-their-personal-statement
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/adviser-lives?sfmc_activityid=27894111-f8fb-41e5-989d-ff3032ffbf08&sfmc_id=129533578&videoId=6393697262112
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/ucas-timetable-of-data-and-analysis
https://wonkhe.com/blogs/admissions-systems-shape-the-university-experience-so-are-ours-fit-for-purpose/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Wonkhe%20Monday%20Briefing%20%2027%20April%20%20Lite%20edition&utm_content=Wonkhe%20Monday%20Briefing%20%2027%20April%20%20Lite%20edition+CID_bc12e9183a1c5a23844768605fae813f&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=the%20way%20applications%20and%20admissions%20have%20an%20impact%20on%20the%20student%20experience
https://www.cdn.ac.uk/step-launches-the-national-language-accessibility-promise/
https://step.ac.uk/projects/language-accessibility-promise
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/college-leaver-destinations-2023-24/
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/university-intake-targets-for-optometry-ay-2026-27/
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/university-intake-targets-for-medicine-in-ay-2026-27/
https://www.scotlanddeanery.nhs.scot/trainer-information/scottish-graduate-entry-medicine-scotgem/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/scotgem
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/subjects/medicine/scotgem-mbchb/
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/industries/healthcare
https://www.careers.nhs.scot/shape-your-future/your-med-future/
https://www.careers.nhs.scot/explore-careers/
https://www.sdi.co.uk/invest/locations-for-your-business/commercial-properties-and-land/energy-transition-zone-etz?utm_campaign=4503526_General%20trade%20and%20invest%20updates%20-%2016%20April%202026&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Scottish%20Development%20International&utm_content=Button-Energy%20Transition%20Zone&dm_i=7RHF,2OIXY,2KT6RV,64X2E,1,0,0,0
https://www.power-technology.com/sponsored/decommissioning-the-future-of-offshore-energy-assets-led-by-scotland/?utm_campaign=4446568_General%20trade%20and%20invest%20updates%20-%202%20April%202026&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Scottish%20Development%20International&utm_content=Button%20-%20Global%20Data%3A%20Decommissioning%20article&dm_i=7RHF,2NAZS,2KT6RV,5ZULD,1,0,0,0
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/skills-planning/green-skills-research-and-evidence/evidence-on-green-skills?id=2525&_gl=1*1vcipf9*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTcyNTA3MzQ0Ni4xNzc5MjAzMzQy*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3NzkyMDMzNDEkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzkyMDMzNDEkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack.com%2Fredirect%2Ff1091c43-550c-4f39-b3a6-68c10bc032ab%3Fj%3DeyJ1IjoiM2pydnJoIn0.Ikj5NuwdKMoPOxowQpN5THRckSwAcRqERBOgMaXTZsk&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C9c3518ddfde24835bbdb08de9c80b6bf%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639120273821060276%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GaBc2SMUuFsXPq31gmmcDjLzbKpavbwZgjtjkxhO%2FNo%3D&reserved=0
https://tiga.org/news/tiga-report-highlights-ongoing-skills-challenges-in-uk-games-industry-as-studios-invest-in-training-and-adaptation?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/studentawardsagencyscotlan/2138723
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/studentawardsagencyscotlan/2205764
https://www.britishcouncil.org/school-resources/erasmusplus/events?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_1ZvVJor0AN6No57PtWAix_QO0g2uNbxXWgsgVspOwT7n6Tm7TuSgKrK-1Vv0cTdT0E3DYTqwgJoiag2u_k9IDSX00kQ&_hsmi=135846804&utm_content=135846804&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/opportunities/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter.oecd.org%2Fc%2F112KSiZTD1IvqE1jGScGaG5lmU&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C550133cce7e340d49dde08dea9bb9209%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639134820264712675%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6a2SzEOLKH7GmGLMlt04IVnczNC4JDfWUU06xe2rEr4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/putting-skills-to-work_84449b02-en.html?adestraproject=OECD%20Education%20and%20Skills%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=OECD%20Education%20%26%20Skills%20Newsletter%3A%20April%202026&utm_content=Read%20the%20brief&utm_term=edu&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra
https://www.oecd-events.org/e/oecd-skills-summit-2026/content/key-resources?adestraproject=OECD%20Education%20and%20Skills%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=OECD%20Education%20%26%20Skills%20Newsletter%3A%20April%202026&utm_content=register-now-inspectorate-webinar&utm_term=edu&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra

