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The Update 
Covering 15 January to 24 February 2026 
 

 
 
 

 
LMI SURVEY: SDS Labour Market Information Survey closing date has been extended to Friday  
6th March, this is open to all SDS, DYW and education colleagues in delivery and leadership roles. 
 
PARENTS SUREY: SDS Parents Voice 2025/26 Survey is now open, see this article for more info.  
 
RESOURCES                                                                                        

• LMI: Economy, People & Skills January edition has a 2-page review of Scottish LMI through 
2025 and looking ahead to 2026. Scottish Government updates included: LMI Insights 2026 

 
• SDS: Scottish Apprenticeship Week 2–6 March 2026 includes webinars on ‘Apprentice Voice’ 

for parents & carers Tuesday 3 March 6.30pm & for practitioners Wednesday 4 March, 4pm  
 

• Ezine/infographics: CDN #EqualityMatters (1-page) March edition on Gender Inequality  
 

• To watch: Career Stories: episode 11, Project Management with Scottish Water; episode 12, 
Careers Adviser Apprenticeship route; episode 13, Joy Dunlop for World Gaelic Week.  

 
• To listen: UCAS Parents’ Podcast Episode 9 – Mythbusting the Apply Cycle (30min)  

 
• To use: SCQF Subject choices: Top 12 questions from parents & carers article & leaflet  

Understanding UCAS admissions rules article for teachers and advisers 
 

• Research: Meeting Scotland’s workforce needs for a transition to Net Zero, new report 
looking at Scotland’s green skills needs, population change and migration. See Report 

 
POST-SCHOOL POLICY  
 

Tertiary Education & Training Bill passed to redesign post-16 education and skills funding. The 
Scottish Funding Council (SFC) will become responsible for apprenticeship funding, as well as college 
and university funds. Promotion of Widening Access to HE as a life-long option is also a priority. 
 

Also see: Universities Scotland Future Framework and manifesto 2026 (p7 for Apprenticeships)  
 

Context: Setting the Scene FAI (p34-40) Where Next for Scottish Universities & Colleges? 
 
SCHOOLS  
 

School leaver initial destinations 2024-25 published, snapshot of outcomes 3-months after leaving: 
 

- 95.7% were in a positive initial destination 
 

- 42.3% of leavers were in Higher Education (highest figure since records began in 2009) 
 

- 26.0% of leavers were in Further Education (down from 26.4% in 2023-24) 
 

- 21.6% of leavers were in Employment (down from 23.1% in 2023-24) 
 

- 4.0% of leavers were Unemployed (same as 2023-24) 
 
Other school news: Sutton Trust Summer School (S5) open to applications until 5 March 2026. 
Curriculum Improvement Cycle social media ‘focus on…’: Gaelic Education; Science; Mathematics. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Qualification Scotland, formerly SQA, launched their new look website and early priorities 
 

Skills Supply Essential Reading – developments in education, qualification & skills 
 

https://sds.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bkLaYivywlRym2i
https://sds.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_77GPkPZJYmfc0lw
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events/2026/january/parent-and-carers-survey-202526?_gl=1*1il6u1x*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjAwNjcxMzMzNi4xNzcxODQwMDE5*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3NzE4NDAwMTYkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzE4NDAwMTYkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/skills-planning/economy-people-and-skills?_gl=1*sjmkl*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA4MjI3ODE1NC4xNzUyNDkxMTk2*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3NTI0OTExOTQkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTI0OTExOTQkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-labour-market-insights-january-2026/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/events/scottish-apprenticeship-week
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5da83098-8181-4237-9071-e5cc8bfc0b0f@33ca6d47-5e4f-4774-84f1-696cbb508cbe
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/0cb1c44e-26e0-43a7-be68-5fce3a397c5d@33ca6d47-5e4f-4774-84f1-696cbb508cbe
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F9xqosd9ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001XgCln_pjWioa_5KQb-1Mz8VLZ2IX7GDyTBkE7dlTv8JKG8JZK1VfC-cikL7Mmsk2d5JEAoIwRPtEftA6Ir4Ic5VPlZsjrEZ9jtqW2_QgAZ-N31CmepbS59pBHibHxoARMSw3U9m-wWvtXSEfR067G8vRIfKjyS1fgdviEdf_MwXnfjl70Z06i4nfoNQ103zxXvPBp3TogbIybxm617nA44p9amIh1cVULosYfaJFs-8%3D%26c%3DUvuHIXYNNR0qqoDn8X9YVcEatiucZQA_bhsWci67864XM_w7McX8tw%3D%3D%26ch%3DPgvAgqPg25tl0dt9XiEbmYELEBHw93tBm4Ugk531dg1mMfLTbK729w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C4ace6729628f42c5880c08de187a0c77%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638975110019462858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6sENdt4OB3PtbVxDw0dBJ4LpUWZ6lEGRkPuxhGVsrHw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/@myworldofwork/videos
https://www.ucas.com/discover/advice-for-parents-guardians-and-carers/ucas-parents-podcast
https://scqf.org.uk/news-and-blog/subject-choices-top-12-questions-from-parents-carers/
https://scqf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Parent-leaflet-updated-2026-web.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/adviser-news/news/understanding-ucas-admissions-rules-in-practice
https://www.gov.scot/news/migration-can-play-key-role-in-scotlands-net-zero-ambitions-2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/meeting-scotlands-workforce-needs-transition-net-zero-role-migration-impact-demographic-challenges/pages/3/
https://www.gov.scot/news/bill-to-redesign-skills-landscape-passed/
https://www.universities-scotland.ac.uk/future-framework/
https://www.universities-scotland.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/UniScot-2026ScotManifesto-FINALWeb.pdf
https://fraserofallander.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FINAL-for-publication.pdf
https://www.enlighten.scot/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/What-next-for-Scotlands-universities-and-colleges.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscot.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D04ac66a77bddcaae40a67c4ba%26id%3D0f2c9fa60d%26e%3Da2a6bd1db2&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C2ea4d186bbd74fb7b35f08de7391e39d%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639075267656645697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ebvdDfu8x10dnnSt8LsljZCTf%2F2IoZeo7YFxZdQ1tlw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/uk-summer-schools/
https://education.gov.scot/news/curriculum-improvement-cycle-focus-on-gaelic-education/
https://education.gov.scot/news/curriculum-improvement-cycle-focus-on-science/
https://education.gov.scot/news/curriculum-improvement-cycle-focus-on-mathematics/
https://www.qualifications.gov.scot/
https://www.youthlink.scot/news/qualifications-scotland-starts-work-and-sets-out-early-priorities/
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UCAS   

2026 Key Dates upcoming: 26 February Extra opens, with option to apply to 1 extra course. 
 
UCAS has expanded its application fee waiver scheme, meaning care leavers up to age 26 in the 
UK will not have to pay to apply via UCAS starting in the 2027 cycle (apply in 2026 for entry in 2027).  
 
UCAS figures show all-time high for Scottish School leavers applying to university. 17.5% of applicants  
were from Scotland’s most deprived areas, up from 17.4% in 2024-25 (HESA data). 
 

Closing the gap: Commissioner for Fair Access 2025/26 or SCAPP Intro to Widening Participation 
 
COLLEGES 
 

More 14- to 21-years-olds went to college last year, mainly driven by 2,500 additional enrolments by 
16-year-olds, according to College Statistics Report 2024-25. This follows a strategic move to focus 
on senior phase students (S4-S6) and offer more vocational learning. 
 
UNIVERSITIES 
 

University 2026-27 intake numbers for students in controlled subjects: 
 

- Dentistry: 145 places for ‘home’ Scotland-based students, Ireland or rest of UK (by Uni Table 1) 
 

- Paramedic Education: 335 places for ‘home’ students (intake by University Table 1) 
 

- Teacher Education: 3,818 places for ‘home’ student; Primary: 762 Undergrad / 720 PGDE; 
Secondary: 336 Undergrad / 2,000 PGDE (intake by university & priority subject Annex B)  

 
INVESTMENT IN SKILLS 
 

➢ The First Minister’s Start Up Challenge to help young entrepreneurs aged 18 to 30 from 
disadvantaged or underrepresented backgrounds to turn their ideas into successful businesses. 

 

 

➢ £5 billion to support climate action, expand Scotland’s renewable energy sector and create green 
jobs. You can see these ambitions in National Island Plan & Orkney Island Marine Plan.  

 
 

➢ £20million boost for towns in Southern Scotland to create jobs and drive growth in nine towns. 
 

 

➢ Investment in the Mossmorran workforce will help workers re-train. Also see: Pace event 
 
EVENTS                                                                      Scottish Apprenticeship Week 2-6 March 2026 
 
 

➢ Centre for Teaching Excellence: The Challenge of ‘Rural Deprivation’ in the ‘Fair Access  
to Higher Education Policy, Monday 2 March 4-5.30pm 
 

➢ SCQF for Careers Information & Guidance Staff, Tuesday 17 March 10am-12 o’clock 
 

➢ Closing the Gap webinars (all 1-2pm): What is Occupational Segregation? 17 March;  
Addressing Occupational Segregation 28 April; Undervaluing women’s work 12 May.  

 
➢ Teacher & Adviser Campus events Glasgow Caledonian 12 May, University of Glasgow 14 May 

& University of the West of Scotland 27 May 

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/key-dates-timeline
https://www.ucas.com/applying/after-you-apply/types-of-undergraduate-offers/extra-choices
https://www.ucas.com/corporate/news-and-key-documents/news/ucas-expands-fee-waiver-to-care-leavers-after-tens-of-thousands-on-free-school-meals-benefit-from
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/?news=record-numbers-of-school-leavers-choosing-university
https://www.gov.scot/news/widening-university-access/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/commissioner-fair-access-annual-report-2025-26/pages/1/
https://www.fairaccess.scot/digital-resource-an-introduction-to-widening-participation-in-scotland/
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/?news=more-16-year-olds-in-colleges
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/college-statistics-2024-25/
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/university-intake-targets-for-dentistry-ay-2026-27/
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/university-intake-targets-for-dentistry-ay-2026-27/#table1
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/university-intake-targets-for-paramedic-education-2026-27/
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/university-intake-targets-for-paramedic-education-2026-27/#jumpannex
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/university-intake-targets-for-initial-teacher-education-2026-27/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfc.ac.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F02%2FITE-Intake-Targets-for-AY-2026-27-Annex-B.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscot.us18.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D52902612a72797d0907ad80fd%26id%3D74ac0ce0f7%26e%3D40c866f9b5&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C654792a2ada342ad50ec08de582ff153%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639045160137128944%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tLZhd%2FGuiJSqwsaLwQFz1clPlDdwX30FI5KCuqqn8Kc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.scot/news/record-investment-for-climate-action/
https://www.gov.scot/news/national-islands-plan-2/
https://www.gov.scot/news/orkney-islands-marine-plan/
https://www.gov.scot/news/boost-for-towns-in-southern-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/news/investing-in-the-mossmorran-workforce/
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events/2026/february/jobs-fair-provides-support-to-redundant-exxonmobil-staff?_gl=1*mr7l6z*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjAwNjcxMzMzNi4xNzcxODQwMDE5*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3NzE4NDAwMTYkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzE4NDAwMTYkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/events/scottish-apprenticeship-week
https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/teaching-excellence/events/headline_1241824_en.html
https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/teaching-excellence/events/headline_1241824_en.html
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scqf-for-careers-information-and-guidance-staff-online-workshop-tickets-1981326840917?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/d17901c4-457b-401c-a7b0-b6bac3006359@35d08309-45f5-434a-bab9-1788fe402fb6
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/7f1002cd-365d-46f8-bb56-09c96e90a959@35d08309-45f5-434a-bab9-1788fe402fb6
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/12dbda8f-da64-4388-a542-a8fa1dc53769@35d08309-45f5-434a-bab9-1788fe402fb6
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/opendays/Teachers-and-Advisers-Conference
https://www.gla.ac.uk/explore/visit/undergraduate/teachersconference26/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/school-and-college-advisors-conference-tickets-1965119077059

