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The Update 
Covering 9 July to 19 August 2026 
 

 
 

 
RESOURCES                                                                                        

 

• LMI: Economy, People & Skills July edition. Includes a regular overview of job postings in 
Scotland, or see Exploring Scottish job information for Local Authority job posting data 
 

For UK online job posting patterns try Indeed Hiring Lab Mid-Year Jobs & Hiring Trends 
 

• SDS: Publication included PACE Facing Redundancy National Guide along with  
PACE Inner Moray Firth (2-pages), plus SDS Opportunities for Falkirk useful links snapshot  

 
• To watch: Career Stories: episode 21: Mairi McAllan MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Education 

 

JP Morgan Chase video (2min25) highlights Gradate Apprenticeships, the video is part of 
Scottish Development International (SDI) Financial Services & FinTech industry pages 

 
• To use: Shaping Futures website now houses a copy of The Update and the Higher 

Education (HE) Entry Guide 2026-27, now accessible to both SDS staff and partners 
 

DYW Live / ESgoil work & career-related learning programme is back for 2026/27 view and 
book upcoming events or watch older recordings. Also see: Online Courses 2026/27 
 

UniTasterDays The Parents Guide to University 2026 (UK) 115-page PDF, has a UK focus but 
includes ‘The benefits of studying in Scotland’ on page 48. Also see: subject guide videos 
 

• Research: Prospects Luminate published career guidance in higher education research on 
Integrating AI & human careers guidance, from the University of Aberdeen, and  
Empowering careers professionals in enterprise & entrepreneurship 
 

WonkHE article and research shows employability is relational, not informational 
 
APPRENTICESHIPS 
 

Foundation Apprenticeship Report Cohort 8 AY 2023-24 was published in July. Over 4,500 pupils 
enrolled on Foundation Apprenticeships in 2023-24. Supplementary tables include Local Authority data.  
 

Also available on: Scottish Funding Council (SFC) website with guidance for colleges 
 
SCHOOLS  
 

Closing Wednesday 26 August - Application to the Sutton Trust Online (STO) helping young 
people apply to and prepare for higher education. Open to S5 pupils and student in first 3-weeks of S6. 
Sutton Trust 2026/27 Pathways Programmes will open to application September-November 
 

Other school news: Gaelic Medium Education in Secondary Schools 2025-26 statistics published 
 
QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Exam passes up at all levels - more than 148,000 learners received their results on 4 August 2026: 
 

➢ Overall attainment rates at A-C increased at all levels of National Qualifications 
➢ The poverty-related attainment gap narrowed at all levels 
➢ Total number of vocational & technical (skills-based) awards increased to over 120,000 
 

See Qualifications Scotland headline figures or access all results data at Attainment Statistics  
 
 

Skills Supply Essential Reading – developments in education, qualification & skills 
 
 

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/skills-planning/economy-people-and-skills?_gl=1*sjmkl*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA4MjI3ODE1NC4xNzUyNDkxMTk2*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3NTI0OTExOTQkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTI0OTExOTQkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/job-information
https://hiringlab.indeed.com/uk/blog/2026/08/03/mid-year-uk-jobs-hiring-trends-report/
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/publications-statistics/publications?_gl=1*3x5lik*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTE1NjUyNDMyOC4xNzg3MTMzNzcw*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3ODcxMzM3NjkkbzEkZzEkdDE3ODcxMzM3NzYkajUzJGwwJGgw
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/ydmns2jr/pace-redundancy-guide-national-information.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/ifepp20u/pace-redundancy-guide-inner-moray-firth.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/a4hndng2/opportunities-for-falkirk.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/@myworldofwork/videos
https://www.sdi.co.uk/invest/industries/financial-services?utm_campaign=4882349_General%20trade%20and%20invest%20updates%20-%2023%20July%202026&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Scottish%20Development%20International&utm_content=Scotlands%20financial%20services%20-%20SDI%20website&dm_i=7RHF,2WN8T,2KT6RV,79T37,1,0,0,0
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/scotlands-career-service/education-team/shaping-futures?_gl=1*1sztsx0*_up*MQ..*_ga*OTE3ODg0MDI3LjE3NDg0MjA0MjY.*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3NDg0MjA0MjUkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDg0MjA0MzIkajUzJGwwJGgw
https://www.e-sgoil.com/dyw-live/
https://www.e-sgoil.com/offers/online-courses-2026-27/
https://www.unitasterdays.com/university-support-for-parents/parents-guide-to-university-brochure/
https://www.unitasterdays.com/university-subject-guide-videos/
https://luminate.prospects.ac.uk/integrating-ai-and-human-careers-guidance-in-higher-education
https://luminate.prospects.ac.uk/empowering-careers-professionals-in-enterprise-and-entrepreneurship
https://wonkhe.com/blogs/the-engine-of-employability-is-relational-not-informational/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Wonkhe%20Monday%20Briefing%20%2013%20July%20%20Lite%20edition&utm_content=Wonkhe%20Monday%20Briefing%20%2013%20July%20%20Lite%20edition+CID_bef8f0f83e42b7b3f5f0e6be7be93f20&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=and%20find%20that%20belonging%20not%20the%20careers%20service%20is%20what%20builds%20career%20confidence
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/publications-statistics/statistics/foundation-apprenticeships?_gl=1*4sgcd3*_up*MQ..*_ga*OTA5MzI4Mjg5LjE3ODY5NTExNTM.*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3ODY5NjkwOTckbzMkZzEkdDE3ODY5Njk3ODIkajU3JGwwJGgw
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/skills-lifelong-learning/foundation-apprenticeships/
https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/sutton-trust-online-sto/
https://pathwaysprogrammes.suttontrust.com/
https://www.gov.scot/news/gaelic-medium-education-in-secondary-schools-2025-26/
https://www.gov.scot/news/exam-passes-up-at-all-levels/
https://www.qualifications.gov.scot/results-day-2026
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/105123.html
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Qualifications Scotland Appeals Service - priority appeals service will close Thursday 20 August  
All other appeals must be submitted via the Qualifications Scotland website by Tuesday 25 August  
or if submitted via school, college or training providers, by Friday 28 August 
 
SCQF  
 

News & Blogs highlighted: Swimming Teaching Qualification and the Certificate in Outdoor & 
Adventure Therapy (both SCQF level 7) as well as two article covering the Glasgow Clyde College 
NQ Football Performance & Coaching (SCQF level 6) and unit in Applied Performance Analysis in 
Football. For LMI Context: Growing Jobs in UK Football 
 
UCAS 
 

UCAS Discovery 2026 events will run across Scotland from 27 August until 29 September  
 

2026 Key Dates: 24 September is the final date for 2026 entry applicants. 
  
 

2027 Key Dates: Conservatoire applications opened 9 July 2026  
Completed undergraduate applications can be submitted to UCAS from 1 September 2026 
 

Record numbers of young people in Scotland gained a place at college or university. UCAS 
results day data showing almost 18,000 young people aged 18 or under accepted onto courses and 
over 32,300 Scotland-based students of all ages were accepted. Also see: Daily Clearing analysis  
 
COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES 
 

More students from Scotland’s most deprived areas are entering Higher Education and retention 
rates continue to recover. Both entry and retention rates reached record levels for care experienced 
students, according to the latest Report on Widening Access 2024-25 (published annually) 
 

Other FE / HE news: 
 

➢ Open University Scotland will expand its ‘Catalyst Centre’ skills partnerships with 5 colleges 
 

➢ 7 University Transformation Frameworks (UTF) projects approved  
 

➢ Contextual admissions: seeing potential more clearly Sutton Trust - Contextual Offer Tool 
 
INVESTMENT IN SKILLS 
 

➢ New Bike Innovation Scotland website and Carlee Mills Bike Campus & Trail Lab, predicted to 
support more than 225 jobs across South of Scotland in the next 10-years, to open summer 2027 
 

➢ Two Offshore wind farms approved in the Moray Firth and Shetland gets backing for Clean 
Energy Hub one of several island developments - see Boost for islands 
 

➢ TIGA downloadable Guide to Funding Support in UK Video Games Industry (Scotland p19-20) 
 
EVENTS                                                                       
 

➢ Maths Week Scotland 2026 will take place 19 to 27 September. This is the 10th anniversary 
 

➢ First ever Scottish Employability Day, Thursday 10 September 2026 
 

➢ Scottish Climate Week 2026, 28 September to 4 October 
 

➢ Erasmus Days Celebrations, 12-17 October 2026, organise events and/or participate in events, 
watch Recorded Erasmus+ summer 2026 events to find out more about their programmes 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/78173.html?utm_source=socials&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=NQ26
https://scqf.org.uk/news-and-blog/take-the-plunge-with-swim-teacher-qualification-at-scqf-level-7/
https://scqf.org.uk/news-and-blog/doing-therapy-differently-outdoor-adventure-therapy-at-scqf-level-7/
https://scqf.org.uk/news-and-blog/doing-therapy-differently-outdoor-adventure-therapy-at-scqf-level-7/
https://scqf.org.uk/news-and-blog/turn-world-cup-inspiration-into-a-football-coaching-qualification/
https://scqf.org.uk/news-and-blog/a-whole-new-ball-game-football-analysis-at-glasgow-clyde-college/
https://scqf.org.uk/news-and-blog/a-whole-new-ball-game-football-analysis-at-glasgow-clyde-college/
https://hiringlab.indeed.com/uk/blog/2026/08/12/the-growing-jobs-footprint-of-uk-professional-football/
https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/ucas-events/ucas-discovery-events
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/key-dates-timeline
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/key-dates-timeline#_027-key-dates
https://www.ucas.com/corporate/news-and-key-documents/news/record-number-of-young-people-in-scotland-celebrate-getting-a-place-at-university-or-college-via
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/statistical-releases-daily-clearing-analysis-2026
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/?news=report-shows-retention-rates-rise-as-progress-on-widening-access-continues
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/publications/report-on-widening-access-2024-25/
https://university.open.ac.uk/scotland/news/new-funding-unlock-skills-partnerships-across-scotland
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/?news=seven-university-transformation-projects-backed
https://www.suttontrust.com/news-opinion/all-news-opinion/contextual-admissions-seeing-potential-more-clearly/
https://www.suttontrust.com/contextual-offers-tool-for-uk-universities/
https://www.southofscotlandenterprise.com/news/bikeinnovationscotland
https://www.gov.scot/news/offshore-wind-farms-approved/
https://www.gov.scot/news/funding-for-shetland-clean-fuels-hub/
https://www.gov.scot/news/funding-for-shetland-clean-fuels-hub/
https://www.gov.scot/news/boost-for-island-communities/
https://tiga.org/news/download-a-guide-to-sources-of-finance-for-video-game-developers
https://education.gov.scot/resource-themes/maths-week-scotland/
https://www.employabilityinscotland.com/news-events/news/scottish-employability-day-2026/
https://netzeronation.scot/climate-week
https://www.erasmusdays.eu/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9loeyTSQh4J35BlERiJD-sRyN28Rlf7b-Vv-Vo9k-ntI5TPL_QAVn5RXVdo9uooBcNCesQ7X8Bx2CcyR5G45MCNXRt2Q&_hsmi=142154142&utm_content=142154142&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.britishcouncil.org/erasmusplus?utm_source=eu&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ce-alla-erasmus+-uk-summer2026

