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The Update 
Covering 20 August to 23 September 2026 
 

 
 
 

 
Scottish Government: Programme for Government 2026-2031 includes ambitions to produce a 
single national skills plan by Spring 2027 and a Careers Ambitions Framework. Programme PDF (p17) 
 
RESOURCES 
 

• SDS: Economy, People & Skills Scottish labour market overview, August edition available 
 
Publications new set of Foundation Apprenticeship Employer Guides. Example: Healthcare 
 
Education Team Professional Learning Offer 2026-27 with downloadable overview PDF 

 
• To watch: Career Stories: episode 22: Leah McBain, Highland Youth Convener; episode 23: 

Foday Mannah Teacher and Author; episode 24: Fraser Bruce Scottish Apprentice of the Year 
 

• To use: Developing the Young Work Force (DYW) Scotland redesigned national webpage, 
making it easier to find local DYW contacts, events, and resources 

 
#EqualityMatters CDN 1-page infographic with links, September: ‘Wellbeing in the Workplace’  

 
• To read: Why human connections are a hiring advantage in the age of AI, WEF article 

 
• Research: Colleges Scotland’s YouGov survey shows public support for apprenticeships 
 

Young people, economic inactivity and mental health, research from Public Health Scotland 
on the impact of health on positive destination retention among those aged 16-24 
 

TEACHERS 
 

Support for teachers taking up posts in rural and island communities - pilot £1m fund to help with 
relocation and housing costs. There is also work to deliver a minimum 3-year job guarantee for newly 
qualified teachers and an overall commitment to reduce class contact time.  
 
SCHOOLS  
 

PISA 2025 SCOTLAND REPORT (published September 2026)  
Scottish 15-year-olds’ outperformed the OECD average in science, reading, computational problem-
solving and environmental science. Results that are relevant to careers and career planning include: 
 

• 70.4% of pupils agreed school taught them things that could be useful in a job (OECD 66.6%) 
 

• Only 36% of pupils connected environmental protection with future jobs (OECD average 61.6%)  
 

• 30% of pupils use AI weekly to help with learning (OECD average 45.5%) while 32% reported 
never or almost never using AI for schoolwork purposes (OECD average 14%) 
 

 

For more: OECD PISA 2025, including Interpretations, videos & test can you outsmart a teenager? 
 

Other Schools news: 
 

• Additional Support for Learning National Staged Intervention Model being developed  
 

• E-Sgoil Evidence of Impact Report 2026 (PDF) shows programmes delivered across Scotland 
 

• DYW Live Programme for 2026/27 now available to view and for schools to book 
 

Skills Supply Essential Reading – developments in education, qualification & skills 
 

https://www.gov.scot/news/ambitious-for-scotland-2/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2026/09/programme-government-2026-2031/documents/programme-government-2026-2031/programme-government-2026-2031/govscot%3Adocument/programme-government-2026-2031.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/skills-planning/economy-people-and-skills?_gl=1*sjmkl*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA4MjI3ODE1NC4xNzUyNDkxMTk2*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3NTI0OTExOTQkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTI0OTExOTQkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/publications-statistics/publications?_gl=1*1q7ku72*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjEyOTgxOTY4Ny4xNzkwMDYyNDYx*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3OTAwNjI0NjAkbzEkZzAkdDE3OTAwNjI0NjAkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/fmhpelub/foundation-apprenticeship-in-healthcare-a-guide-for-employers.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/scotlands-career-service/education-team/education-team-professional-learning
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/x3kdjbtr/sds-education-team-clpl-offer-2026-27_v13.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/@myworldofwork/videos
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events/2026/september/career-stories-from-sierra-leone-to-scotland?_gl=1*ejx4ge*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTQwODc0MTgxNS4xNzkwMDY3MjA1*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3OTAwNjcyMDQkbzEkZzAkdDE3OTAwNjcyMDQkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events/2026/september/fraser-engineers-his-own-career-story?_gl=1*ejx4ge*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTQwODc0MTgxNS4xNzkwMDY3MjA1*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3OTAwNjcyMDQkbzEkZzAkdDE3OTAwNjcyMDQkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://dyw.scot/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F9xqosd9ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001XgCln_pjWioa_5KQb-1Mz8VLZ2IX7GDyTBkE7dlTv8JKG8JZK1VfC-cikL7Mmsk2d5JEAoIwRPtEftA6Ir4Ic5VPlZsjrEZ9jtqW2_QgAZ-N31CmepbS59pBHibHxoARMSw3U9m-wWvtXSEfR067G8vRIfKjyS1fgdviEdf_MwXnfjl70Z06i4nfoNQ103zxXvPBp3TogbIybxm617nA44p9amIh1cVULosYfaJFs-8%3D%26c%3DUvuHIXYNNR0qqoDn8X9YVcEatiucZQA_bhsWci67864XM_w7McX8tw%3D%3D%26ch%3DPgvAgqPg25tl0dt9XiEbmYELEBHw93tBm4Ugk531dg1mMfLTbK729w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C4ace6729628f42c5880c08de187a0c77%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C638975110019462858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6sENdt4OB3PtbVxDw0dBJ4LpUWZ6lEGRkPuxhGVsrHw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.weforum.org/stories/jobs-and-the-future-of-work/ai-hiring-recommendations-trends-jobs-skills-august-2026/?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2879404_ForumStories-4September2026&utm_term=&emailType=Forum%20Stories
https://collegesscotland.ac.uk/news/latest/728-majority-of-people-in-scotland-back-vocational-education-and-apprenticeships-new-polling-finds
https://publichealthscotland.scot/publications/young-people-economic-inactivity-and-mental-health
https://www.gov.scot/news/excellence-for-every-child/
https://www.gov.scot/news/international-education-performance-competitive/
https://www.oecd.org/en/about/programmes/pisa.html
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/support-materials/2026/09/pisa-2025-results-volume-i_5265bfb1/PISA%202025%20Insights%20and%20Interpretations.pdf?adestraproject=OECD%20Education%20and%20Skills%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=EDU-PISA-2026-Vol-1&utm_content=Insights&utm_term=edu&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter.oecd.org%2Fc%2F114FlkEyMedG1NUJZX5LAMJW2M&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7C43c5c68a471c4c65d2fd08df0db1a29f%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639244728769023973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9IOkycHtljYjVowv%2FjJitJJbmVZsrjht2CGD8Llaq24%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.scot/news/consistent-additional-support-for-learning/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe-sgoil.com%2Fmedia%2Fuxflph4b%2Fe-sgoil-evidence-of-impact-report-2026.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Cab437157980f40d2c7e708df051297d3%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C639235250082215042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qRKqvRfVEProhbA5dDJBxpqjOMmv17RsfaRNysFumoU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.e-sgoil.com/dyw-live/
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QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Qualifications Scotland (QS) published 2027 exam timetable following consultation.  
Exams will begin on Monday 26 April and finish on Thursday 3 June 2027 
 

• Other QS news: latest QS update on qualification review & reform  
 
SCQF celebrate their 25th birthday during SCQF Week, 21-25 September  
They have shared several themed blogs “where were they 25 years ago” as well as articles on: 
 

• Scottish qualifications equivalent value in England and the rest of the UK  
 

• Graduate Apprenticeships in Engineering, flexible routes and the math ‘sticking point’ 
 
UCAS 
  

2026 Key Dates: 24 September 6pm final date for applications to 2026 courses  
                            19 October will be the last day to enter Clearing   
2027 Key Dates: 1 October final date for Conservatoire music application  
                            15 October ECD* to apply to Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary, Oxford & Cambridge 
*Equal Consideration Date: after this date universities can close the course to further applications 
 
COLLEGES / UNIVERSITIES 
 

New opportunity to progress from college to degree-level study in Dumfries & Galloway College 
through a partnership with Open University. For other Articulation options: HE Entry Guide 2026-27 
 

Other news:  
 

• SFC College Student Satisfaction Survey showed 94.5% of FE students and 92.3% of HE 
students agreed “My time at college has helped develop knowledge and skills for the workplace”  

 

• Universities Scotland’s Future Jobs Scotland ‘roadmap’ to guide universities, government and 
employers in their work to better link jobs, skills and labour market opportunities. Full Report 

 

 
INVESTMENT IN SKILLS                                                   
 

• Workforce North Co-Investment Fund to boost workforce growth across Highlands & islands. 
Also see: Workforce North promotional video (1min47)  

 

• £3.85 million to Offshore Wind Skills Programme through Ayrshire College, NMIS and STEM 
Returners. Plus new Ayrshire College Scottish Wind Technician Education Centre (SWiTEC)  

 

• Just Transition North East & Moray new energy projects set to create more than 500 jobs 
across 22 new Just Transition projects, while 350 learners develop industry aligned skills 

 
EVENTS  
 

➢ Scottish Climate Week 28 September to 4 October, including events like, joint Public Sector 
Webinar, 10 October, 3pm where SDS will speak on Hydrogen Skills. See #ScotClimateWeek   
              

➢ Scottish Careers Week Monday 9 to Friday 13 November 2026 
 

➢ Open University Online Events for Scottish Students 25 & 29 September, 8 October.  
For other HE events see: HE Entry Guide; HELOA Events Excel; UniTasterDays search 

 

https://www.qualifications.gov.scot/news/qualifications-scotland-publishes-2027-exam-timetable-following-consultation
https://www.qualifications.gov.scot/qualifications-scotland-next-steps-qualifications-review-reform
https://scqf.org.uk/news-and-blog/
https://scqf.org.uk/news-and-blog/what-is-an-scqf-level-equivalent-to-in-england-a-guide-to-the-scqf-and-rqf/
https://scqf.org.uk/news-and-blog/theres-more-than-one-way-into-engineering-one-career-changers-journey/
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/key-dates-timeline
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/key-dates-timeline#_027-key-dates
https://www.ucas.com/international/international-advisers/supporting-international-students/why-students-should-apply-by-the-equal-consideration-date-ecd
https://university.open.ac.uk/scotland/news/innovative-partnership-unlock-skills-region-confirmed
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/scotlands-career-service/education-team/shaping-futures?_gl=1*1sztsx0*_up*MQ..*_ga*OTE3ODg0MDI3LjE3NDg0MjA0MjY.*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3NDg0MjA0MjUkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDg0MjA0MzIkajUzJGwwJGgw#:~:text=Higher%20Education%20(HE,and%20open%20days.
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/?news=student-satisfaction-remains-high-across-scotlands-colleges
https://www.universities-scotland.ac.uk/futurejobs/
https://www.universities-scotland.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Future-Jobs-Scotland-FINAL.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events/2026/august/innovative-pilot-fund-to-boost-workforce-growth-across-highlands-and-islands?_gl=1*u9uqmh*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTQ0OTIxODE1My4xNzg5OTk3Mzkz*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3ODk5OTczOTIkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODk5OTczOTIkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwD-qJuSvew
https://www.gov.scot/news/funding-boost-to-grow-scotlands-offshore-wind-workforce/
https://www.nmis.scot/
https://www.gov.scot/news/hundreds-of-jobs-to-be-created-by-new-energy-projects/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/852c5a11-0bdb-4538-a632-b1e58dbd7545@6f8ea4cf-6f3c-4fb3-b802-4af29d81df7e?source=copyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/852c5a11-0bdb-4538-a632-b1e58dbd7545@6f8ea4cf-6f3c-4fb3-b802-4af29d81df7e?source=copyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/skills-planning/green-skills-research-and-evidence/evidence-on-green-skills?id=2525&_gl=1*1xavsbb*_up*MQ..*_ga*NzMyNDc5MTgzLjE3OTAxNTk5MTE.*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3OTAxNTk5MTAkbzEkZzEkdDE3OTAxNTk5MjAkajUwJGwwJGgw
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/news-events/2026/september/shape-the-future-with-scottish-careers-week-2026?_gl=1*12gljoc*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTAyNDMwOTAxMC4xNzg5OTk3Mjk1*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3ODk5OTcyOTQkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODk5OTcyOTQkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://university.open.ac.uk/scotland/events/welcome-events-students-scotland-2026?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=open_outlook_september_2026&utm_term=2026-09-22
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/scotlands-career-service/education-team/shaping-futures/building-skills/he-entry-guide?_gl=1*1x78a7g*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTAxOTg1NTAwOS4xNzkwMDY2MTE5*_ga_2CRJE0HKFQ*czE3OTAwNjYxMTkkbzEkZzAkdDE3OTAwNjYxMTkkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairaccess.scot%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F03%2F0326-Scottish-HEI-events-SHELOA.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.unitasterdays.com/events/

